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BIG IDEA  | Kingdom people are KIND people. 
 
2 Samuel 8:15 (NLT) 
15 So David reigned over all Israel and did what was just and right for all 
his people. 
  
2 Samuel 9:1-13 (NLT) 
1 One day David asked, “Is anyone in Saul’s family still alive—anyone to 
whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” 2 He summoned a man 
named Ziba, who had been one of Saul’s servants. “Are you Ziba?” the 
king asked. 
“Yes sir, I am,” Ziba replied. 
3 The king then asked him, “Is anyone still alive from Saul’s family? If so, 
I want to show God’s kindness to them.” 
Ziba replied, “Yes, one of Jonathan’s sons is still alive. He is crippled in 
both feet.” 
4 “Where is he?” the king asked. 
“In Lo-debar,” Ziba told him, “at the home of Makir son of Ammiel.” 
5 So David sent for him and brought him from Makir’s home. 6 His name 
was Mephibosheth; he was Jonathan’s son and Saul’s grandson. When 
he came to David, he bowed low to the ground in deep respect. David 
said, “Greetings, Mephibosheth.” 



Mephibosheth replied, “I am your servant.” 
7 “Don’t be afraid!” David said. “I intend to show kindness to you 
because of my promise to your father, Jonathan. I will give you all the 
property that once belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will eat 
here with me at the king’s table!” 
8 Mephibosheth bowed respectfully and exclaimed, “Who is your 
servant, that you should show such kindness to a dead dog like me?” 
9 Then the king summoned Saul’s servant Ziba and said, “I have given 
your master’s grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his 
family. 10 You and your sons and servants are to farm the land for him 
to produce food for your master’s household. But Mephibosheth, your 
master’s grandson, will eat here at my table.” (Ziba had fifteen sons 
and twenty servants.) 
11 Ziba replied, “Yes, my lord the king; I am your servant, and I will do 
all that you have commanded.” And from that time on, Mephibosheth 
ate regularly at David’s table, like one of the king’s own sons. 
12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica. From then on, all the 
members of Ziba’s household were Mephibosheth’s servants. 13 And 
Mephibosheth, who was crippled in both feet, lived in Jerusalem and 
ate regularly at the king’s table. 
  
Hesed: undeserved kindness and generosity 
  
"Wrapping up in itself all the positive attributes of God: love, 
covenant faithfulness, mercy, grace, kindness, loyalty–in short, acts of 
devotion and loving-kindness that go beyond the requirements of 
duty.” - Darrell L. Bock 
  
Kindness PURSUES MERCY and PROVIDES GRACE. 
  



Kingdom people show kindness to those who CAN'T return it. 
  
2 Samuel 7:18-20 (NLT) 
18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said: 
“Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have 
brought me this far? 19 And as if this were not enough in your sight, 
Sovereign Lord, you have also spoken about the future of the house of 
your servant—and this decree, Sovereign Lord, is for a mere human![c] 
20 “What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, 
Sovereign Lord. 
  
Romans 2:4 (NLT) 
4 Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with 
you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is 
intended to turn you from your sin? 
 


